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State Deputyės Message 
faith; an opportunity to serve God and neighbor through our 
council  programs to every Catholic man and family in our     
parish.   
 I encourage every Knight to offer the gift of membership to a 
Catholic man and his family. I encourage all to recruit a 
ñKnight before Christmas.ò  Equally attractive to Catholic men 
and their families is our Orderôs Building the Domestic Church 
Program.  Young men seek programs that call them to be part 
of something bigger than themselves. These programs are a 
critical part of our ability to attract, recruit, involve and retain 
members and families. These programs also provide Knights 
and families a greater opportunity to participate in a variety of 
activities that promote the New Evangelization, strengthen our 
parishes and grow the Order.   
 One final note. Deb and I look forward to seeing many of 
you at the Mid-Year Meeting December 7-9 at the AmericInn 
in  Medora.  Almost half of the fraternal year is now behind us 
and while our start was slow, we have adjusted our game plan 
and we are hitting our stride. The start of the year is history, it 
is how we finish the game thatôs important. This final half, is 
our half and I am confident that we will attract, recruit, involve 
and retain Knights and families so that we can continue to 
serve for Godôs Glory and Our Neighborsô Good.        
 Deb and I wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas, 
and we pray that the peace and blessings of the Christ Child 
will be with each of you and your families throughout the   
Advent and Christmas Season and the New Year. 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
 
Jake Werner,  State Deputy 
 
 

Jake Werner 

Brother Knights, 
 It is hard to believe that the new 
church year is about to begin and weôre            
approaching a new Advent Season. This 
church season for many comes with the 
stress that accompanies our attempt to 
balance the secular demands of the 
Christmas season with its true spiritual 
reality. As we prepare for the celebration 
of the birth of the Christ Child, and        
continue to prepare ourselves for His  
coming at the end of time, it is of some importance that we  
understand how our individual call to     service and our Or-
derôs principles guide us to accomplish our good works.  God 
calls each of us to successfully fulfill the role with which He 
tasked us. The role may seem small to us, but it is part of Godôs 
great plan to transform creation.        
 Our Venerable founder, Father McGivney, provided for our 
continual formation through the daily living of the principles of 
fraternalism: charity, unity, fraternity and patriotism. As 
Knights, officers and leaders in our councils, districts and state, 
we are called to model the principles of charity, unity, fraterni-
ty and patriotism in our everyday actions. It is these principles 
that are the basis of our good works and, more importantly, the 
very foundation of the relationships we build with our families, 
friends, coworkers, brother knights and especially those with 
whom we struggle for whatever reason. It is these same     
Catholic principles that are attractive to, and sought by, other 
Catholic men and families in our parishes. It is these same prin-
ciples of faith that young men and families desire and seek. It is 
important for each of us to offer the opportunity of growth in  

 



A Christmas Gift  
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I hope everyone is enjoying the nice fall 
weather we are having, which will soon 
change to a winter wonderland. 
The ICON has been delayed but will 
soon get on the scheduled dates.   
   
ñListen to Himò is this yearsô ICON 
prayer program.  Please look at your    
Council schedule.  Each Grand Knight 
should contact the Grand Knight from the 
previous Council prior to their scheduled 
date to arrange to receive the ICON for your prayer service. 
   
It is the responsibility of the District Deputy to track the 
progress of the ICON in his district, and to make sure it 
stays on schedule. The Grand Knight is to schedule a prayer 
service within the dates that have been assigned to 
them. Check with your parish priest in advance so that you 
can arrange to have the ICON displayed at your   parish 
church. 
   
Hopefully, everyone will have a happy Christmas season 
and enjoy it with family and friends.  
 
Vitat Jesus, 
  
Harvey Bren 
Marion ICON Program 
  
 

Marion ICON Program  

Harvey Brenn 

Clarence J. Fischer 

 
¢ƘŜ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƛƴǘƘƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ 
CƻǳƴŘŜǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ aŎDƛǾƴŜȅ ƛǎ ƻƴπ
ƎƻƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ   ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ 
ƛƴǾŜǎǝƎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǝƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǝƎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎŜŎπ
ƻƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ  ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ ƛǎ    ǇǊƻπ
ƎǊŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ WΦ 
aŎDƛǾƴŜȅ DǳƛƭŘ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ Ƴŀƪπ
ƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ōŜǧŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ 
ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ  ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ DǳƛƭŘ  
/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ    5ŀƪƻǘŀΣ ǘƘŜ {ǳǇǊŜƳŜ /ƻǳƴπ
Ŏƛƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 
CǊΦ aŎDƛǾƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ DǳƛƭŘΦ    
 
CǊΦ DŀōǊƛŜƭ hΩ5ƻƴƴŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎŜ ǇƻǎǘǳƭŀǘƻǊΣ ƛƴ ŜǾŜπ
Ǌȅ ƭŜǧŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ŀǎƪǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴ ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƻ ƘŜǎƛǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǳƛƭŘέΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ hǳǊ DǳƛƭŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘ 
5ŀƪƻǘŀ ƴƻǿ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ŀǘ мΣомл ȅŜǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǾŜǊ 
моΣллл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ aȅ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ 
ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛƊ ōȅ 
ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ  

ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜŦƻƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ Ŏƻǎǘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅ Ƴŀǎǎ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
ƛƴ bŜǿ  IŀǾŜƴΣ /¢Φ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ƳƻƴǘƘΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ Wǳƭȅ ŀƴŘ !ǳƎǳǎǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
CŀǘƘŜǊ  aƛŎƘŀŜƭ WΦ aŎDƛǾƴŜȅ DǳƛƭŘ bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΦ  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƴŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǝŎƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
CǊΦ aŎDƛǾƴŜȅΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ  
 
DŜǩƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛƊ ƛǎ ŜŀǎȅΦ Wǳǎǘ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ όŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛŦŜΩǎύ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 
Ƴŀƛƭ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀǎ ƴƻǘŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ   
ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ 
ŦŀǘƘŜǊƳŎƎƛǾƴŜȅΦƻǊƎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άWƻƛƴ ¢ƘŜ 
DǳƛƭŘέ ŀƴŘ Ŭƭƭ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ   ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ 
ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴȅ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ 
Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜΦ L ŀƳ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜΦ  
 
 
Father Michael J. McGivney Guild Chairman  
 
Clarence J. Fischer           Home  701-223-7809  
1833 N 7th St  
Bismarck, ND  58501         Cell 701-527-0762 
cjhmfisch@bis.midco.net  

 

Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians 
Pray for us 



Vivat Jesus, yes Brother Knights, 
letôs take the step and become a Sir 
Knight by joining the fourth degree 
of the  Order.  What better time then 
now, as all you need to join is a dark 
colored suit or sports coat and black 
dress pants. That is correct, no tuxe-
do is needed as in the past. The    
Uniform, yes, we have had many Sir 
Knights purchase this, but you only 
need it if you are going to stand  
Honor Guards, yes we do encourage 
you as that is when you get the most 
out of being a Sir Knight.   
 
There are several exemplifications scheduled through-
out the area in North Dakota and if you are out of the 
State, I can also arrange for you to take the degree in 
another State, just call me. 
 
Dixie and I wish all Brother Knights and their families 
the best of the Christmas season and a Joyous New 
Year. We have truly enjoyed working with and repre-
senting you all in the Knights of Columbus. 
 
Vivat Jesus 
 
Glenn Wagner  
VSM of DeSmet Province 

Vice Supreme Master  

Glenn Wagner 

As the State Secretary for the 
North Dakota Knights of           
Columbus my primary responsibil-
ities are to record the minutes of 
all the State Council meetings and 
to prepare and mail the semi-
annual Per Capita billings. 
  
The next Per Capita billing will be 
mailed during the 1st week of   
January 2019.  Please remember that to be seated as a       
delegate at the 2019 State Convention your Councilôs  
Per Capita Billing must be paid in full prior to the start  
of the convention. 
 
Finally, as we enter this Advent season remember the 
words of Pope Francisé.ñThe season of Advent       
restores é a hope which does not disappoint for it is 
founded on Godôs Word. A hope which does not         
disappoint, simply because the Lord never disap-
points! é Let us think about and feel this beauty.ò 
 

If you have any questions and/or concerns please feel 
free to contact me at 701.371.2688 or 
msteiner@hplains.com 

        
Mike Steiner, State Secretary            

North Dakota Knights of Columbus 

State Secretary  

Mike Steiner 

Brother Knights, 
I would like to thank all the councils 
that have been so   generous in their    
donations to our seminarians.  In the 
past  fraternal year our RSVP dona-
tions were down significantly from 
the prior year.  In the 2017-2018 fra-
ternal year we gave more than 
$54,000 to our seminarians and we 
are off to fairly slow start this year.   
 
Please remember to report your RSVP donations to     
Supreme and to myself so we can track our stateôs     
numbers.   

Community Activities Co -Chair / Refund Support Vocations (RSVP ) 

 

Michael Kreitinger 

Many councils wait until the spring to make their 
RSVP donations but the seminarians have expenses 
throughout the year.  So consider giving your gift any 
time during the year that you are able.  You never 
know when your gift may be the answer to a          
seminarianôs prayer. 
 
From my family to yours, have a very                     
Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year! 
 
Vivat Jesus! 
 
Michael Kreitinger 
Faith Activities Co-Chair/RSVP Chairman 
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The link to apply for online membership will appear on  
http://nd-kofc.org/online_membership.html 
 
Online Membership is: 
A web-based program through which 
eligible Catholic men are able to join 
the Knights of  Columbus online for 
$30 a year 
¶ Not meant to replace traditional 
recruiting  methods 
¶ Not meant to change councils or 
degrees 
¶ Meant to supplement traditional  recruiting by offer-
ing a new, digital experience for      certain men who 
are not yet ready for council- based membership. 

 
WHY ONLINE MEMBERSHIP? 
Based on numerous listening sessions and surveys with 
both members and non-members over the last few 
years, Supreme found a strong indication that they 
should develop a new, online way to recruit potential 
members. This streamlined alternative helps acclimate 
men to the Order. Once a man has joined online, we 
will then work to  incorporate him into a council and 
get him fully integrated with its activities. 
 
WHAT ONLINE MEMBERSHIP DOES 
The initiative allows for: 
¶ A Faster Way to Join ï One of the most common    
objections to  joining the  Knights of Columbus is ñI 
donôt have time.ò Through Online Membership,  a 
join process that can take as many as  two months 
now takes five minutes. 
¶ A Digital Experience ïThis initiative provides a 
new membership experience that is tailored to 
younger men and busier men who may not  yet be 
ready for council-based membership. This  low- pres-
sure, low- commitment and digital experience meets 
men  where they are, helps to form  them as     
Catholic men, and enables us to bring more          
men into the fold. 
¶ An Amplified Message ï The Online Membership 
initiative is backed by a substantial marketing         
campaign that will find and  work to convert  
prospective members. 
 
WHAT ONLINE MEMBERSHIP DOES NOT DO 
The Online Membership Initiative 
¶ Does not change requirements for membership. 
Membership in the Knights of Columbus remains 
open to practical Catholic men. 
¶ Does not eliminate degrees. Men who join online 
are non-degreed  members. Once they are ready to 
convert to a local council, they are  required to take 
the first degree. 

Online MembershipñA Program for Recruiting and Engaging New Members 

¶ Does not eliminate councils. The goal of online 
membership is to form men for committed, lifelong 
and council-based membership in the Knights of  
Columbus. In fact, Online Membership creates a 
pool of recruits for local councils to engage with. 
¶ Does not eliminate dues. Online Members are       
required to pay $30 annual dues. 
¶ Does not create a new class or type of member. 
Online Members are members of the Knights of   
Columbus. They are non-degreed members, and 
they do not belong to local councils, but they are 
not provisional or partial members. 

 
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 
Members who join online will receive the following: 
¶ Welcome Package ï All new members will receive 
a Welcome Package (contents include membership 
card, Columbia, welcome letter, and copy of Into 
the Breach). 
¶ Access to Online Membership Portal ï All new  
members will receive full access to the Online   
Membership portal and all of its faith, values,       
insurance, and charitable content, as well as       
Supreme Council and State Council news and 
events content. 
¶ Membership Communications ï Members will     
receive weekly emails from the Supreme Council 
on a variety of topics, including faith formation, 
public policy developments, charitable opportuni-
ties, financial planning, Order-wide news, and 
membership events. 
¶ Programs & Events ï Members will be eligible to 
participate in or attend local, regional, and national 
charitable and fraternal events. 
¶ Columbia Magazine ï Members will receive the 
print edition of our monthly magazine, as well as 
any special fraternal publications produced 
throughout the year. 
¶ Insurance ï Members, their spouses, and their       
dependent children are eligible to purchase our life 
insurance, long-term care insurance, disability      
income insurance, and retirement products. 
¶ Accidental Death Coverage ï Eligible members 
and their spouses will be automatically enrolled in 
the Orderôs accidental death coverage at no cost. 
¶ Annual Financial Review ï Members are entitled 
to an annual review by one of our field agents. 

 
Shawn Tennyson 
Online Membership Chairman 

Shawn Tennyson 

4 

http://nd-kofc.org/online_membership.html
http://nd-kofc.org/online_membership.html


State Membership Director  
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I'm Carson Kouba and earlier this  
summer I accepted the position of 
the State Retention Chairman. If you 
have any councils or members in 
your area that are not paying their 
dues or maybe just don't feel the 
need to keep their membership I 
am  here to help.   
  
I've been making phones calls and 
will continue to do so on your behalf if you just let me 
know.  I will do my best to help you and our councils 
to keep the membership growing.   
  
I can be reached thru my e-mail;                            
Blackbutte@ndsupernet.com or by phone at             
701-563-7800.  I look forward to helping in any way 
that I can.  Keep up the good works that you already 
do.   
 
Carson Kouba 
Retention Chairman  

Carson Kouba 

Membership/Retention  

 

KNIGHTHOOD  DEGREE 

2019 CEREMONIAL SCHEDULE  

January 13 Grand Forks 
January 20 West Fargo 
January 20 Devils Lake  
January 27 Jamestown  
February 9 Langdon  
February 10 Minot 

March 10 Bismarck 
March 10 Fargo 
March 16 Dickinson 
April 6 Lidgerwood 
May 5 Mandan 
May 18 LaMoure 

Our ceremonial schedule has been a busy one this last 
month with 5 major degrees scheduled.  
 
Now that we are past Thanksgiving we will be thinking 
of the Holidays that are coming up. Remember to Keep 
Christ in Christmas, and then we swing into the New 
Year.   
 
We will once again be working on major degrees with 
3 a month for the next three months. Lets all work on 
growing the order as it is the only way to keep the 
Knights of Columbus viable.   
 
If you know of a young man that is ready to join the 
Knights, ask him, and then bring him into the order.    
If you need assistance or in question of a degree,          
I am available to help you out at anytime. 
 

Glenn Wagner 
Ceremonial Chairman 

Ceremonials  

Hello Brother Knights, 
 
 Congratulations to the Councils that 
have recruited more Brother Knight 
(s) so far this year!  Way to go!   May 
all Councils continue to grow with 
Faith in Action.  We have a big hill 
ahead of us to achieve our State 
goals, but I  believe we can do it!  
More hands make less work for all of us. 
 
Some things to think about using in your recruitment  
efforts: 
 

The new on-line membership opportunity.  
This is a new ñtoolò for our tool boxes.  Go to 
the  Supreme website to see the possibilities . 
 

     Hold a recruitment weekend: serve free root   
     beer floats, popcorn or something special,  
     cover the Mass ministries for all the weekend  
     Masses or one, ask  the 4th Degree to do a    
     stand at your  special Mass, etc 

 
Hold a special event and invite potential 
Knights and their families to attend:  Fr Wants 
you campaign, sleigh ride, bowling, etc 

 
     The Knights of Columbus do two things:   
     We change  lives and We save lives! 
 
Reminder to send me a copy (a photo of the form 
emailed or text to me will work fine) of the complete 
form 100 for new members. I need this to distribute 
State recruitment incentives. 
 
Please do not send to me transfers unless they are      
transferring from another State. 
  
Thank you for all that you do for your Family, Church 
and Community. 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
 
Brian Heger 
Membership Director 

 

Brian Heger 

The Discover newsletter  

can be found on the 

North Dakota 

Knights of Columbus website. 

www.nd-kofc.org 

mailto:Blackbutte@ndsupernet.com
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As Catholics and Knights of Columbus, we are resolved and committed to protecting the most vulnerable lives among 
us, especially defenseless babies in their motherôs womb. 
    
Knights from the Bismarck/Mandan area presented First Choice Clinic with a check from the funds raised to purchase a 
new ultrasound machine so they can offer a free ultrasound to women considering an abortion. The ultrasound machine 
was purchased as a part of the Supreme Councilôs Knights of Columbus Ultrasound Initiative Program.   
A heartfelt thanks is extended to everyone for their generous contributions for this most worthy cause.   

Bismarck/Mandan Area Knights of Columbus  
Donate Ultrasound to First Choice Clinic 

Roman Weiler,  
Donna Miller,      
Angela Wambach, 
Pat Engelhardt 
Grand Knight     
Mandan 2760,        
and Pete Deichert. 

Many Knights Were Instrumental in the Ultrasound Project 

Donna Miller from the Bismarck First Choice Clinic 
and Angela Wamback, Executive Director First 
Choice Clinic from Fargo accepting the donation 
from the Knights. 
Grand Knights present for the presentation: Mike 
Kraft Bismarck7602, Aaron Friess Bismarck 6540, 
Bill Hourigan, Bismarck 1604, and Ike Carpenter, 
District Deputy #7 from Bismarck.   

Project Chairman 

Pete Deichert,  

Angela Wambach, 

Donna Miller and 

State Deputy    

Jake Werner.   

State Deputy at 
Presentation 

Present Check for Ultrasound Project 

Cooperstown Council 13670 - Pro-Life Signs 

On October 29th Cooperstown Knights of Columbus 
Lady of Lourdes Council 13670 erected two 8X8       
pro-life signs at the junction of highways #1 and 200 
West of Cooperstown. 

Council 13670 Knights pictured on the right by the         
completed sign.   Dan Heinz, Jerry Hohertz, Greg  
Hazard, Jason Heinz, Randy Ressler,  Rob Ressler, 
Corey Heinz, and photographer Leon Paczkowski 





mailto:mccharvest@msn.com









